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More than half of GP registrars in the England are international medical
graduates (IMGs) - doctors who obtained their first medical qualification
outside the UK.

The RCGP has called for these doctors to be granted permanent UK
residence on completion of GP training - warning that failing to do so
risks 'making working as a GP in the UK a less attractive option and
losing the benefit of the investment that has been put into their
training'.
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The government has refused to offer these doctors automatic indefinite
leave to remain, but as part of the primary care access recovery plan
published in May, promised an 'additional four months at the end of a
visa for newly trained GPs' from autumn this year.

GP visa extension

The DHSC has confirmed the extended visa option was implemented in
time for the cohort of GPs who completed training this summer - but
the process is not automatic.

RCGP vice chair for professional development and standards Dr
Margaret Ikpoh told GPonline that further changes were needed to
support newly-qualified IMG GPs who have completed UK GP training
until permanent residency is on the table.

‘What we've heard from members is that while the extension has
helped some, it does not fully address the current immigration
obstacles for others,' she said.

'They still need to find employment in a practice that offers visa
sponsorship, which may require them to relocate or commute a
significant distance.’

Visa sponsor

Neither the government nor NHS England know how many GP
practices hold sponsorship licences - although GPonline understands
that only a minority of practices have this status.

Dr Ikpoh criticised the government's failure to make visa extensions
automatic, warning it ‘adds pressure on trainees through the
application process during an already highly-stressful period in their
training, when they are likely facing exams’.

She added that with the current workforce crisis facing general
practice, it should not be made harder for qualified GPs to find work in
the UK.

Figures from NHS Digital show that GP practices in England delivered
34.3m appointments in October this year - 11% more than in October
2019.

Meanwhile, the fully-qualified, full-time equivalent GP workforce in
England has fallen by around 2,000 compared with the September 2015
baseline from which the government promised to increase it.

Permanent residence

Dr Ikpoh called for the government to consider ‘giving GP trainees from
overseas the right to apply for permanent residence in the UK when
they complete their training'.

She added: ‘Ultimately, it will help ensure that there are enough GPs and
other primary care professionals to safeguard the future of general
practice and the wider NHS.’

GP training lasts three years, while training for other medical
specialties lasts five years. After five years in the UK, doctors qualify for
indefinite leave to remain - but this is not the case for doctors
completing shorter training programmes.

The DHSC said that although it would not automate visa extensions for
GP registrars who have already begun their training, it was working
closely with NHS England, the Home Office and UK Visas and
Immigration to ensure the process is as straightforward as possible.
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Immigration obstacles remain for IMG GPs
despite visa extension

The NHS risks losing thousands of newly-qualified GPs who are international
medical graduates (IMGs) because plans to extend their visas do not go far enough,
the RCGP has warned.

RCGP vice chair for professional development Dr Margaret Ikpoh

Follow Us: 

GB-41818 | April 2023
For UK healthcare professionals only
Click here for PI

Advanced Nurse Practitioner - Out of Hours (East & West Midlands)

Locum.co.uk \East & West Midlands Region

Advanced Nurse Practitioner - Urgent Care

Locum.co.uk West Midlands Region

Salaried GP

Menlo Park Recruitment Diss

Salaried GP

Menlo Park Recruitment Cambridge

Salaried GP with a View to Partnership

Hillview Surgery North West London

Just published

Text size A A A

Starting ENTRESTO® ( )
is as simple as starting
with ACEi (enalapril)1,2

sacubitril/
valsartan

Intended for UK HCPs only.
ENTRESTO Prescribing Information

Entresto is indicated in adult patients for
treatment of symptomatic chronic heart
failure with reduced ejection fraction.1

The most commonly reported adverse
reactions during treatment with
sacubitril/valsartan were hypotension
(17.6%), hyperkalaemia (11.6%) and renal
impairment (10.1%) (see section 4.4).
Angioedema was reported in patients
treated with sacubitril/valsartan (0.5%).1

ACEi – angiotensin-converting enzyme
LEARN MORE

Discover how your
chronic HFrEF patients

could benefit from
ENTRESTO1

LEARN MORE

Intended for UK HCPs only. ENTRESTO Prescribing Information
Entresto is indicated in adult patients for treatment of symptomatic chronic
heart failure with reduced ejection fraction.1

The most commonly reported adverse reactions during treatment with
sacubitril/valsartan were hypotension (17.6%), hyperkalaemia (11.6%) and
renal impairment (10.1%) (see section 4.4). Angioedema was reported in

…first choice reduces cardiac
stress and improves
outcomes vs ACEi (enalapril)1,2

Intended for UK HCPs only.
ENTRESTO Prescribing Information
Entresto is indicated in adult patients for treatment
of symptomatic chronic heart failure with reduced

LEARN MORE

GB-43093 | April 2023
For UK healthcare professionals only

Click here for PI

…first choice reduces cardiac
stress and improves outcomes
vs ACEi (enalapril)1,2

LEARN MORE

Intended for UK HCPs only.
ENTRESTO Prescribing Information
Entresto is indicated in adult patients for
treatment of symptomatic chronic heart
failure with reduced ejection fraction.3

The most commonly reported adverse

By Kimberley Hackett on the 4 December 2023

! "

View all jobs

Search jobs SearchSEARCH

HCRG Care Group to take over
60 practices run by Operose
Health

US company Centene, which is
among the UK's largest
providers of NHS GP services,...

7 Dec 2023

Patients refusing to see GPs
based on ethnicity
'unacceptable', practice warns

A GP practice has been forced
to warn patients that it will
reject requests 'not...

6 Dec 2023

GPs facing 'unprecedented
demand', warns Welsh health
watchdog

GP practices in Wales are
facing 'unprecedented
demand', with long waits for
routine...

6 Dec 2023

GP federation partners with life
science research group to
tackle inequality

A GP federation covering more
than 250,000 patients has
joined a life sciences research...

6 Dec 2023

" !

About us

Register for GP

Subscribe

Contact us

Advertising and sponsorship

Editorial complaint

GP Business

MIMS

MIMS Learning

 © Haymarket Media Group Ltd. | Terms & Conditions | Cookie Notice | Privacy

Notice| Cookie Settings

Subscribe Sign out My Account My Bulletins Free Trial Post a job

Advertise

News Education Practice Careers More Search $
This site is intended for healthcare professionals

https://www.gponline.com/gpinsight_workforce
https://www.gponline.com/education/medical-red-flags
https://www.gponline.com/wellbeing
https://www.gponline.com/gpcareers/gplocum
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https%3a%2f%2fwww.gponline.com%2farticle%2f1849914&ref_src=twsrc%5etfw%7ctwcamp%5ebuttonembed%7ctwterm%5eshare%7ctwgr%5e&text=Immigration+obstacles+remain+for+IMG+GPs+despite+visa+extension&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.gponline.com%2fimmigration-obstacles-remain-img-gps-despite-visa-extension%2farticle%2f1849914&via=
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.gponline.com%2farticle%2f1849914&quote=Immigration+obstacles+remain+for+IMG+GPs+despite+visa+extension
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.gponline.com%2farticle%2f1849914
https://www.seethroughthesymptoms.uk/?utm_source=gp_online&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=stts_q4_2023&utm_content=landing_page
https://business.yougov.com/
https://www.gponline.com/gp-appointments-hit-record-high-34m-october/article/1849508
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https%3a%2f%2fwww.gponline.com%2farticle%2f1849914&ref_src=twsrc%5etfw%7ctwcamp%5ebuttonembed%7ctwterm%5eshare%7ctwgr%5e&text=Immigration+obstacles+remain+for+IMG+GPs+despite+visa+extension&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.gponline.com%2fimmigration-obstacles-remain-img-gps-despite-visa-extension%2farticle%2f1849914&via=
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.gponline.com%2farticle%2f1849914&quote=Immigration+obstacles+remain+for+IMG+GPs+despite+visa+extension
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.gponline.com%2farticle%2f1849914
https://www.gponline.com/half-img-gps-faced-racist-microaggressions-work/article/1847082
https://www.gponline.com/overseas-doctors-sustain-general-practice-englands-underdoctored-deprived-areas/article/1832753
https://www.gponline.com/four-month-visa-extension-not-automatic-gps-qualifying-summer/article/1830421
https://www.gponline.com/breast-pain-red-flag-symptoms/obstetrics/article/993088
https://www.gponline.com/palpitations-red-flag-symptoms/article/1661905
https://www.mims.co.uk/
https://jobs.gponline.com/job/397597/advanced-nurse-practitioner-out-of-hours-east-and-west-midlands-/?TrackID=16125&utm_source=gponline.com&utm_medium=internal&utm_campaign=editorial+job
https://jobs.gponline.com/job/397545/advanced-nurse-practitioner-urgent-care-/?TrackID=16125&utm_source=gponline.com&utm_medium=internal&utm_campaign=editorial+job
https://jobs.gponline.com/job/397063/salaried-gp/?TrackID=16125&utm_source=gponline.com&utm_medium=internal&utm_campaign=editorial+job
https://jobs.gponline.com/job/397042/salaried-gp/?TrackID=16125&utm_source=gponline.com&utm_medium=internal&utm_campaign=editorial+job
https://jobs.gponline.com/job/395505/salaried-gp-with-a-view-to-partnership/?TrackID=16125&utm_source=gponline.com&utm_medium=internal&utm_campaign=editorial+job
https://www.gponline.com/half-img-gps-faced-racist-microaggressions-work/article/1847082
https://www.gponline.com/overseas-doctors-sustain-general-practice-englands-underdoctored-deprived-areas/article/1832753
https://www.gponline.com/four-month-visa-extension-not-automatic-gps-qualifying-summer/article/1830421
https://twitter.com/GPonlinenews
https://facebook.com/gpwebsite?ref=ts&fref=ts
https://www.gponline.com/hcrg-care-group-60-practices-run-operose-health/article/1850255
https://www.gponline.com/hcrg-care-group-60-practices-run-operose-health/article/1850255
https://www.gponline.com/patients-refusing-gps-based-ethnicity-unacceptable-practice-warns/article/1850206
https://www.gponline.com/patients-refusing-gps-based-ethnicity-unacceptable-practice-warns/article/1850206
https://www.gponline.com/breast-pain-red-flag-symptoms/obstetrics/article/993088
https://www.gponline.com/gps-facing-unprecedented-demand-warns-welsh-health-watchdog/article/1850138
https://www.gponline.com/gps-facing-unprecedented-demand-warns-welsh-health-watchdog/article/1850138
https://www.gponline.com/palpitations-red-flag-symptoms/article/1661905
https://www.gponline.com/gp-federation-partners-life-science-research-group-tackle-inequality/article/1847470
https://www.gponline.com/gp-federation-partners-life-science-research-group-tackle-inequality/article/1847470
https://www.facebook.com/gpwebsite
https://www.twitter.com/gponlinenews
https://www.gponline.com/about?HAYILC=footer-link
https://www.gponline.com/register?HAYILC=footer-link
https://www.gponline.com/subscribe
https://www.gponline.com/about/contact-us?HAYILC=footer-link
https://www.gponline.com/advertising-and-sponsorship
https://www.haymarket.com/complaints/?_ga=2.19769016.1864948224.1664179131-1567899590.1618900459
http://www.gpbusiness.co.uk/?DCMP=AFC-footer-gp
http://www.mims.co.uk/?DCMP=AFC-footer-gp
http://www.mimslearning.co.uk/?DCMP=AFC-footer-gp
http://www.haymarket.com/
http://www.haymarket.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.haymarket.com/privacy-policy/#heading-cookies
http://www.haymarket.com/privacy-policy
javascript:void(0)
https://www.ipso.co.uk/what-we-do/
https://www.gponline.com/subscribe
https://www.gponline.com/logout?returnUrl=https://www.gponline.com/immigration-obstacles-remain-img-gps-despite-visa-extension/article/1849914?bulletin=bulletins%2F60secondgp&utm_medium=EMAIL&utm_campaign=eNews%20Bulletin&utm_source=20231207&utm_content=60-Second%20GP%20(130)::&email_hash=
https://gponline.com/myaccount/
https://gponline.com/myaccount/
https://shop.haymarket.com/GPO/BUTTONFTHC/
https://gponlinejobs.haymarketrecruitment.com/
https://www.gponline.com/advertise

