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Dear Dr Beeby

Thank you for your letter of 6 December about the medicines requirements in the Early
Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).

We are aware that that the statutory guidance within the EYFS that providers should only
accept prescribed medicines has caused concern for some childcare providers. We will,
therefore, be amending the EYFS so that childcare providers currently have under the
national standards for day care and childminding to give non-prescription medication when
they have parents’ prior written consent. The amendment will be made when the EYFS is
reprinted in the spring. We will also be publishing clarification on the EYFS section of the
Teachernet website shortly.

You will also wish to be aware that the statement in the EYFS statutory guidance that
providers should keep prescribed medicines in a locked non-portable container will also be
amended. Except for controlled drugs (the supply, possession and administration of which
are controlled by the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971), medicines which may be required quickly in
an emergency should not be locked away. Clarification of this issue is already on the
Teachernet website.

Yours sincerely

CLLUL,

Craig Toulson
Public Communications Unit
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